Ten Commandments (Feb 2003)

Last year the Ten Commandments plaque was removed from the Chester County Courthouse because Sally Flynn, a member of the Freethought Society of Greater Philadelphia, found its words offensive and objected to the 39 by 50 inch bronze plaque.  A federal judge ordered its removal, calling it an unconstitutional display of the biblical text. The plaque was later covered by a plastic shroud.

The Mayflower Compact begins with the words: In the name of God, Amen. Would she find those words offensive?

The Declaration of Independence ends with this sentence: And for the support of this divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.  Would she find the Declaration of Independence insulting?

On November 19, 1863, these words were spoken by President Abraham Lincoln:….we were highly resolve that these dead shall have died in vain - that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom – and that government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth. Would she find the Gettysburg Address abominable?

The Star-Spangled Banner fourth verse ends with these words: Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just, and this be our motto – “In God is our trust,” and the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave o’er the land of the free and the home of the brave.  Are our National Anthem and the song, God Bless America, offensive to her?  The words, Our father’s God, to Thee, author of liberty, to Thee we sing, are in the song, America! God shed His grace on thee and crown thy good brotherhood from sea to shining sea, are in song, America the Beautiful.  What does she do when she hears those patriotic songs sung?

What did she think when three days after 9/11, President George W. Bush prayed these words: “On this national day of prayer and remembrance, we ask almighty God to watch over our nation, and grant us patience and resolve in all that is to come.  We pray that He will comfort and console those who now walk in sorrow.  We thank Him for each life we now must mourn, and the promise of a life to come.  As we have been assured, neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, can separate us from God’s love.  May He bless the souls of the departed.  May He comfort our own.  And may He always guide our country.  God bless America.”?

Finally the federal judge that ordered plaque removal, calling it an unconstitutional display of the biblical text, will he say that the words engraved on the Liberty Bell be covered: Proclaim liberty through all the land and to all the inhabitants thereof?  Those words were taken from the Bible, Leviticus 25:10.

Ten Commandments (March 2003)

Before restarting the Walk Across America, I went into West Chester and walked and prayed around the courthouse seven times for the restoration of the Ten Commandments plaque.  Our nation appears to favor God by its President and Congress but not by its judges.  This is the not the only place where the Ten Commandments have been removed.   We must pray without ceasing for their restoration.

Ten Commandments (June 2003)

This is an answer to prayer from the February and March newsletters.  On June 26th a federal appeals court ruled the Ten Commandments plaque posted at the entrance to the Chester County Courthouse can stay legally.  
